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Apostles ami thrh fust followers; and you seem very near to
the. times when St. Paul wrote:

" Do Uiy diligence to come before winter. Eubulus greeteth
thce, and Pudens, and Linus, and Claudia, and all the breth-
ren. The Lord Jesus Christ bo with thy spirit. Grace be
with you. Amen."

The chut eh which delights me more than any other in
Rome is the ehtnrh of St. Clement. It has belonged to the
Irish Dominicans .since i(vj$, and is the only church in Rome
which has triumphantly survived the architectural reformation
of the Renaissance.

This lovely building preserves intact all the characteristics
of an early basilica. An auium open to the sky, with a foun-
tain in the centre and cloisters all round, leads to the main
east entiance to the church, fiom whose doors you look
westward towards the altar. It is a severe columned church of
marble, with mosaic s in the dome of the apse, a choir, or
schottt cantorum, marked off in the nave, behind low marble
walls and entered by a gate at the east end. Behind the
altar is an apse with the episcopal throne in the centre of a
semi-circular marble seat. As in St. Peter's, the celebrant at
the Mass faces cast and officiates with his face to the con-
gregation) the altar between them.

There has always been a tradition that the Church of St.
Clement was built on the site of the house of St. Clement.
the disciple of St. Peter and third successor to the Papacy.
As early as 385 A.D., St. Jerome mentions this church as a
venerable building. Until the year 1857, ^ was believed
that the present church was the one mentioned by St. Jerome.
But the Prior, Father Mulooly, had for years suspected
that earlier remains lay beneath it ; he began to excavate and
quickly saw that his supposition was correct.

For fifteen years Father Mulooly worked to bring this early
church to light, and came upon an even greater discovery
which, however, he was never fated to see as we see it to-day,
for he died in 1880. This was the actual house of St. dementi
upon which the first church had been built.